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casualties could not be held in so great strength as it had
formerly been—and at the same time to throw the remainder
of his force across the Tigris at Shumran, a point which tac-
tically was suitable for the operation. On the 16th February
lie issued Ms orders for the operation. The 1st Corps was to
assault Sannaiyat on the 17th, while the 3rd Corps cleared
the enemy off the right bank of the river bend west of
Shumran, and, if possible, forced a crossing at the bend,
supported by the Cavalry Division and Mobile Bridging
Train. However, during the night 16th/17th very heavy
rain fell, and movement became so difficult that the idea
of forcing a crossing on the 17th had to be abandoned.
At 1400 hours on the 17th, the 7th Division (1st Corps),
supported by a heavy artillery bombardment, assaulted San-
naiyat and reached the second line of trenches. For an hour, all
seemed going well. Preparations for assaulting the third line
were being made, when the Turks put in a very fierce counter
attack supported by an extremely heavy and accurate bombard-
ment. Owing to the disorganisation caused by the counter
attack, and to the difficulties of moving over the wet, slippery
ground and in the congested trenches, the 7th Division could
do nothing to restore the situation—the leading troops fell
back to their starting point, and the attack failed.
Meanwhile, the 3rd Corps and the Cavalry Division had
ascertained that the right bank was clear of the enemy for
seventeen miles above Shumran.
Between the 16th and the 21st, rain fell intermittently
and the river continued to rise (on the 21st it was
within a couple of feet of overflowing, after which the
flood began to abate somewhat), but meanwhile General
Maude was making preparations for a crossing at Shumran.
Secrecy was of supreme importance, and all the preliminary
reconnaissances and preparatory measures at the selected
point—the southern end of the Shumran bend—were carried
out in the dark, while less carefully concealed " preparations"
were put in hand near the Liquorice Factory with the object
of inducing the enemy to believe this to be the real centre of
activity. The southern end of the Shumran bend was selected
at the site for a bridge because a crossing at that point could
be 'effectively supported by fire from the right bank at the
shoulders of the bend; because the river was only three hun-
dred and forty yards wide there, and because on the far side
there was a shelving beach suitable for landing troops on.
The bank on the far side of the river was defended by loop-
hole trenches and machine guns, and on this account it was

